
Cattle slaughter 12 Mar 
2021

20 Mar 
2020

Queensland Cattle 50,235 51,798

Calves 115 118

NSW Cattle 27,356 31,915

Calves 1,314 1,515

Victoria Cattle 14,331 27,122

Calves 1,961 3,171

SA Cattle 2,284 4,869

Calves 13 1

Tasmania Cattle 4,563 4,635

Calves 107 957

Cattle saleyard throughput 19 Mar 
2021

12 Mar 
2021

20 Mar 
2020

Queensland Cattle 10,347 18,932 33,797

NSW Cattle 9,489 11,483 19,465

Victoria Cattle 9,422 11,108 17,768

SA Cattle 1,662 1,713 3,636

WA Cattle 2,497 2,465 3,554

Tasmania Cattle 180 220 104

Cattle movements

Sheep and lamb saleyard throughput      19 Mar 
2021

12 Mar 
2021

20 Mar 
2020

NSW Lambs 61,384 85,527 106,670

Sheep 19,051 27,976 34,748

Victoria Lambs 64,799 72,911 104,354

Sheep 25,971 35,408 35,187

SA Lambs 11,208 11,804 26,407

Sheep 4,147 3,166 7,348

WA Lambs 18,501 13,782 23,461

Sheep 14,792 13,500 18,314

Tasmania Lambs 1,838 2,236 950

Sheep 2,023 2,530 2,050

Smallstock movements

The following weekly statistical summary includes the following information:

• Livestock movements.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................pages  1-2
◦ Cattle yardings
◦ Sheep yardings
◦ Cattle slaughter
◦ Sheep, lamb and goat slaughter

• Cattle price indicators.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................pages  3-4
◦ Saleyard indicators
◦ Over-the-hook indicators
◦ Live export indicators

• Sheep and lamb indicators...............................................................................................................................................................................................................pages  5-6
◦ Saleyard indicators
◦ Over-the-hook indicators
◦ Live export indicators

• General statistics...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................page    7
◦ Over-the-hook goat indicators
◦ Skin price indicators
◦ Weekly US imported beef indicators

Sheep and lamb slaughter 12 Mar 
2021

20 Mar 
2020

Queensland Lambs 281 108

Sheep 797 113

NSW Lambs 124,198 101,122

Sheep 45,896 34,394

Victoria Lambs 158,478 192,084

Sheep 42,018 35,427

SA Lambs 53,415 42,279

Sheep 2,065 8,321

Tasmania Lambs 4,691 3,267

Sheep 2,140 3,062
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Please note OTH quotes and some price indicators have not been generated due 
to technical issues we are resolving. You can find these stats on the prices and 
markets page:

https://www.mla.com.au/prices-markets/market-reports-prices/pdf-market-reports/ 

https://www.mla.com.au/prices-markets/market-reports-prices/pdf-market-reports/


Goat slaughter                                             12 Mar 
2021

20 Mar 
2020

Queensland Goats 7,864 96

NSW Goats 1,002 1,420

Victoria Goats 10,811 4,881

SA Goats 2,666 1,692

Tasmania Goats nq nq
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State over-the-hooks indicators Queens
land

NSW Victoria SA Tasman
ia

Category Carcase weight Muscle Unit 27 Mar 
2020

27 Mar 
2020

27 Mar 
2020

27 Mar 
2020

27 Mar 
2020

Trade steer 240-260kg A-C ¢/kg cwt 576 571 592 nq 492

Medium steer 260-280kg A-C ¢/kg cwt 576 571 583 nq nq

Heavy steer 300-400kg A-C ¢/kg cwt 586 581 590 nq nq

Medium cow 260-280kg A-E ¢/kg cwt 474 499 490 497 457

MSA trade steer 240-260kg A-C ¢/kg cwt 588 610 nq nq nq

Live Export Price Quotes Unit 12 Mar 
2021

20 Mar 
2020

Light Steer 260 - 360 kg Townsville ¢/kg lwt 390 360

260 - 360 kg Darwin ¢/kg lwt nq 385

Light Heifer 260 - 360 kg Townsville ¢/kg lwt 370 320

260 - 360 kg Darwin ¢/kg lwt nq 350

WA saleyard indicators Unit 24 Mar 
2020

WYCI ¢/kg cwt 685

Feeder cattle indicators - paddock sales 12 Mar 
2021

20 Mar 
2020

Domestic Unit

Steers 280-350kg ¢/kg lwt 468 363

Heifers 280-350kg ¢/kg lwt 415 325

Export Unit

Shortfed 100-120 DOF ¢/kg lwt 413 361

Mediumfed 120-220 DOF ¢/kg lwt 415 328

Longfed 220+ DOF ¢/kg lwt 330 330

WA over-the-hooks indicators Unit 27 Mar 
2020

Grassfed yearling ¢/kg cwt 565

Grainfed yearling ¢/kg cwt 565

MSA yearling ¢/kg cwt 590

National saleyard indicators Live weight Muscle/Fat Unit 23 Mar 
2021

24 Mar 
2020

Restocker Steer 200-280kg C2 ¢/kg lwt 534 408

Feeder Steer 330-400kg C2 ¢/kg lwt 451 383

Eastern Young Cattle Indicator (EYCI) ¢/kg cwt 718

Eastern states OTH indicators Carcase weight Muscle Unit 27 Mar 
2020

Trade steer 240-260kg A-C ¢/kg cwt 558

Medium steer 260-280kg A-C ¢/kg cwt 577

Heavy steer 300-400kg A-C ¢/kg cwt 586

Medium cow 260-280kg A-E ¢/kg cwt 484

MSA trade steer 240-260kg A-C ¢/kg cwt 599

State saleyard indicators Queensland NSW Victoria SA Tasmania

Category Live weight Muscle/Fat Unit 23 Mar 
2021

24 Mar 
2020

23 Mar 
2021

24 Mar 
2020

24 Mar 
2020

23 Mar 
2021

24 Mar 
2020

23 Mar 
2021

24 Mar 
2020

Restocker Steer 200-280kg C2 ¢/kg lwt 533 401 536 427 339 nq nq nq nq

Feeder Steer 330-400kg C2 ¢/kg lwt 447 378 456 397 366 400 nq nq nq

Medium Steer ¢/kg lwt 278

Medium Cow ¢/kg lwt 291

Cattle prices

Vealer Steer 280-330kg C2 ¢/kg lwt 439 nq 517 434 334 439 335 nq nq

¢/kg cwt 844 nq 957 816 650 879 670 nq nq

Trade Steer 330-400kg C3 ¢/kg lwt nq 392 446 384 341 458 341 nq nq

¢/kg cwt nq 716 805 704 651 853 657 nq nq

Medium Steer 400-500kg C3 ¢/kg lwt 369 326 405 357 329 367 354 351 281

¢/kg cwt 692 617 742 665 646 714 674 651 524

Heavy Steer 500-600kg C4 ¢/kg lwt 360 335 351 356 332 nq nq nq nq

¢/kg cwt 647 621 642 652 621 nq nq nq nq

Medium Cow 400-520kg D3 ¢/kg lwt 268 239 283 270 265 nq 255 nq 224

¢/kg cwt 553 480 587 564 542 nq 531 nq 487

Vealer Steer 280-330kg C2 ¢/kg lwt 496 390

¢/kg cwt 944 764

Trade Steer 330-400kg C3 ¢/kg lwt 446 355

¢/kg cwt 820 671

Medium Steer 400-500kg C3 ¢/kg lwt 387 336

¢/kg cwt 730 648

Heavy Steer 500-600kg C4 ¢/kg lwt 363 337

¢/kg cwt 664 626

Medium Cow 400-520kg D3 ¢/kg lwt 276 249

¢/kg cwt 566 505

All use of MLA publications, reports and information is subject to MLA’s Market Report and Information Terms of Use. Please read our terms of use carefully and ensure you are familiar with its content. 3

Prices & Markets
Statistics for the week ending
Tuesday, March 23, 2021



All use of MLA publications, reports and information is subject to MLA’s Market Report and Information Terms of Use. Please read our terms of use carefully and ensure you are familiar with its content. 4

Prices & Markets
Statistics for the week ending
Tuesday, March 23, 2021



Over-the-hooks sheep and lamb indicators (¢/kg cwt) Victoria NSW SA WA Tasman
ia

27 Mar 
2020

27 Mar 
2020

27 Mar 
2020

27 Mar 
2020

27 Mar 
2020

Medium trade lamb 18-20kg 850 818 826 765 nq

Heavy trade lamb 20-22kg 850 818 826 765 nq

Heavy lamb 22-24kg 840 818 823 765 nq

Mutton 18-24kg 620 635 624 513 nq

State saleyard sheep and lamb indicators (¢/kg cwt) Victoria NSW SA WA Tasmania

23 Mar 
2021

24 Mar 
2020

23 Mar 
2021

24 Mar 
2020

24 Mar 
2020

23 Mar 
2021

24 Mar 
2020

23 Mar 
2021

24 Mar 
2020

Merino lamb 16-22kg 720 851 769 833 699 668 779 nq nq

Restocker/feeder lamb 0-18kg 921 932 983 1029 861 692 651 915 872

Light lamb 12-18kg 825 900 886 913 786 715 759 786 790

Trade lamb 18-22kg 816 918 838 920 825 716 801 831 760

Heavy lamb 22+kg 795 863 819 907 775 766 726 751 735

Mutton 18-24kg 684 707 657 679 631 558 541 643 708

Live export price quotes (A$/head) 16 Mar 
2021

24 Mar 
2020

Live wether Muchea nq nq

Eastern States Trade Lamb Indicator (¢/kg cwt) 24 Mar 
2020

ESTLI 910

National saleyard sheep and lamb indicators  (¢/kg cwt) 24 Mar 
2020

Merino lamb 16-22kg 813

Restocker/feeder lamb 0-18kg 898

Light lamb 12-18kg 835

Trade lamb 18-22kg 896

Heavy lamb 22+kg 875

Mutton 18-24kg 655

National OTH sheep and lamb indicators  (¢/kg cwt) 27 Mar 
2020

Medium trade lamb 18-20kg 815

Heavy trade lamb 20-22kg 815

Heavy lamb 22-24kg 811

Mutton 18-24kg 598

Sheep and lamb prices

Glossary:

   cwt – carcase weight

   lwt – live weight

   OTH – over-the-hooks. Refers to the marketing of cattle/sheep/lambs directly from the farm to an abattoir where a producer is paid for the value of the carcase based on a sliding grid.

   CIF – Cost, insurance, freight. The quoted price for the goods including freight and insurance costs delivered to final destination.

   C&F –  Cost and freight. Refers to the quoted price for the goods, including freight to the delivery point, but not insurance.

   FAS – Free alongside ship. Refers to export price quotes where the seller is obliged to pay warehouse services, packing, inland freight and port charges, but not placement of goods onto the ship. The buyer is obliged to pay 
overseas freight, charges in foreign port, customs duties, quarantine and delivery to final destination. (See also 'FOB').

   EYCI – Eastern Young Cattle Indicator. A seven day rolling average from 24 saleyards across NSW, Victoria and Queensland. It includes vealer and yearling heifers and steers, grade score C2 or C3, with live weight from 
200kg.

   WYCI – Western Young Cattle Indicator. A benchmark of the value of young cattle in WA saleyards. It includes vealer and yearling heifers and steers, grade score C2 or C3, 180kg+ live weight.

All data is collected by MLA’s NLRS, unless specified otherwise.

All use of MLA publications, reports and information is subject to MLA’s Market Report and Information Terms of Use. Please read our terms of use carefully and ensure you are familiar with its content. 5

Prices & Markets
Statistics for the week ending
Tuesday, March 23, 2021



All use of MLA publications, reports and information is subject to MLA’s Market Report and Information Terms of Use. Please read our terms of use carefully and ensure you are familiar with its content. 6

Prices & Markets
Statistics for the week ending
Tuesday, March 23, 2021



Over-the-hooks goat indicators (A¢/kg cwt) 12 Mar 
2021

27 Mar 
2020

8.1-10kg 815 917

10.1-12kg 815 917

12.1-16kg 815 917

16.1-20kg 815 917

20.1kg+ 815 917

Grain prices - Darling Downs (A$/tonne)                      12 Mar 
2021

20 Mar 
2020

Wheat 300 440

Barley 272 380

Sorghum 300 400

Grain prices - Riverina (A$/tonne)                                  

Wheat 310 360

Barley nq 300

Source: Profarmer Australia

Skin indicators - Lambs                                      12 Mar 
2021

20 Mar 
2020

2" + 16.1 - 20kg 150 200

20.1 - 24kg 263 275

24.1kg + 338 438

1" - 2" 16.1 - 20kg 100 150

20.1 - 24kg 150 125

24.1kg + 213 275

0.5" - 1" 16.1 - 20kg nq nq

20.1 - 24kg nq 75

24.1kg + 150 163

New Season 16.1 - 20kg nq 150

20.1 - 24kg 200 269

24.1kg + 188 388

Skin indicators - Merino sheep  (average 25 micron)

1.5" - 2" 16.1 - 20kg 1275 1000

20.1 - 24kg 1550 1125

24.1kg + 1813 1275

US imported beef prices (CIF)                                     12 Mar 
2021

20 Mar 
2020

Bull 95CL US¢/lb 247.0 212.5

A¢/kg 702.5 792.3

Cow 90CL US¢/lb 225.5 204.0

A¢/kg 641.4 760.6

CC/CF 85CL US¢/lb 203.5 187.0

A¢/kg 578.8 697.2

Shank 90CL US¢/lb 230.0 205.5

A¢/kg 654.2 766.2

Trim 85CL US¢/lb 202.5 185.5

A¢/kg 576.0 691.6

Trim 80CL US¢/lb 177.5 174.0

A¢/kg 504.9 648.8

Trim 75CL US¢/lb 175.0 171.0

A¢/kg 497.7 637.6

Trim 65CL US¢/lb nq nq

A¢/kg nq nq

Outside flats US¢/lb nq nq

A¢/kg nq nq

Knuckles US¢/lb 262.5 257.5

A¢/kg 746.6 960.1

Inside cap off US¢/lb 312.5 292.5

A¢/kg 888.8 1090.6

Source: Steiner Consulting Group

PLEASE NOTE

MLA no longer reports on fodder prices, tallow prices or the EMI on a weekly basis.

These can be accessed separately through these links:
• Fodder prices (Dairy Australia)
• Tallow prices (MLA monthly co-product report)
• EMI (AWEX)

General statistics
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